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THE third edition of the excellent text-book on leprosy wvas called for at the present time,
mainly on account of the destruction of a large part of the second edition during the bombing
of Bristol. The necessity for a new edition at the present juncture appears to be unfortunate,
since we are on the threshold of treatment by various new drugs and anti-biotics. After the
lapse of a comparatively short time, one hopes that there may be striking advances to report in
the realm of the treatment of leprosy with such new substances as asiaticoside, diasone, promin,
penicillin, and streptomycin. Treatment with promin and streptomycin has given favourable and
hopeful results in certain varieties of tuberculosis, and the close resemblance between the myco-
bacteria of tuberculosis and leprosy suggests that similar beneficial effects may be obtained in
"the most cruel disease that flesh is heir to," viz., leprosy. Trials with new drugs and anti-biotics
are briefly mentioned in the text. The preliminary results are encouraging, but obviously it is
still too early to speak with conviction either about efficiency or dosage. The advances made in
our knowledge of leprosy during the war years, though small, are included in several of the
sections, particularly those dealing with diagnosis and treatment. In these days of vastly improved
travelling facilities and mixing of peoples from all parts of the earth's surface, the danger of
transmission of leprosy (and many other dread diseases) is inevitably increased, and now when
many thousands of servicemen are returning from tropical countries where leprosy is endemic, it
behoves all doctors (and not only those engaged in anti-leprosy work) to acquire fundamental and
accurate knowledge of the disease. This can be done painlessly atnd even pleasantly in a few
hours by reading this well-constructed and clearly written book, which runs only to 266 pages of
text and which includes eighty-eight excellent photographs.
The six sections deal in turn with the history of the diesase (from the "mists of antiquity" to
the present day) and its distribution, epidemiology and communicability, prophylaxis, atiology,
clinical description, and treatment. The lepromin test, which, although not diagnostic, helps to
distinguish lepromatous from neural cases, is described, together with Lowe and Dharmendra's
technique for the preparation of the antigen and method of performing the test. The authors
rightly stress the great importance of good general treatment, and there is an adequate account
of the special treatment by hydnocarpus (chaulmoogra) oil and its esters. In an appendix, details
of two methods recommended for the preparation of the esters are given. The book is well
produced and clearly printed on good quality paper, and the photographs are first-class. Many
of the illustrations are new and have not appeared in the previous editions.
There are very few doctors and medical students who would not enjoy and derive much benefit
from reading this concise account of one of the world's most dreadful and dreaded diseases. It
can be highly recommended, even if we hope never to see a real live case of leprosy. Both
authors have -had vast experience of the disease from all aspects, and present its baffling problems
in a most interesting and readable way. J. C. D.
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